Brook House Junior Parent Guide to Reading Comprehension
Why does reading comprehension matter?
‘Comprehension is the fundamental purpose for reading,’ explains Donna Thomson, author
of Spectacular Story Talk. ‘We read to understand the images, words and concepts on a page
that are the author’s meaning and message. If a child can’t understand what he’s reading, he
gains little pleasure from it and it greatly hampers his ability to learn.’
Schools use a variety of methods to check and consolidate children’s understanding of texts,
but reading comprehension exercises – where they’re given a fiction or non-fiction text to
read, and then have to answer questions about that text – are commonly used, and also form
part of SATs in Years 2 and 6.

What reading comprehension standard is expected of my child?
A child’s reading comprehension should improve as they progress through the school, and
their answers to comprehension questions should become more insightful and
sophisticated.
The following example answers (with spellings corrected) show how children in different
years might answer a comprehension question:
Year 1
Describe what sort of person Cinderella is.
‘Cinderella is lovely. Cinderella is helpful. Cinderella is kind because she does all the work.
She is sad because she can’t go to the ball. She is happy because she has been married to the
prince.’
Year 3
Why did the artist decide to make a horse that day?
‘I think he did that because the white parts of the waves made him think of the way horses go
up and down when they move.’
Year 4
‘Huey… sat up straight on the couch. I sat back and tried to be as small as I could.’ Explain
why Julian tried to make himself small.
‘He tried to be small so that his father couldn’t see him and he didn’t want to get told off for
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the trick because he thought his dad would be angry. Julian was worried that he would get in
trouble, so he tried to hide.’
Year 5
At the end of the holiday, Joe was sad about Oran leaving. Does this surprise you? Explain
as fully as you can using parts of the story.
‘It was partly surprising for me because, at the start of the story Joe didn’t like Oran and
thought he was strange. During the story, however, they made good friends. The holiday was
more fun for Joe when Oran was there and he didn’t want someone he cared about to leave.’
Year 6
The inside of Sarah’s shop was very different from the market described at the beginning of
the story. Explain fully the differences between the shop and the market.
‘The market was really crowded and noisy with “shrill cries,” but in contrast the shop is quiet
and Sarah keeps it clean. The smell of all the people “jostling” and moving about at the
market is very different compared to Sarah’s shop which the author describes as “pleasant”
and smelling of “spices” and sugar.’

How to help your child with reading comprehension




If your child is a confident reader, ask him or her to read through the passage by themself
first. Then re-read the extract together, clarifying meanings of unfamiliar words and ideas in
the text.’
Don’t accept the decoding of words as evidence of your child’s comprehension, he or she
needs to understand the meaning, inference and deductions within the book, which may not
be obvious.’



Spend a good amount of time thoroughly reading the text before looking at the
questions, and really make sure your child has understood what he or she is reading about.
Discuss the contents by asking simple questions about the characters, their actions and the
setting. Discuss what the problem is in the story, how the characters try to solve it and what
happens in the end. Make predictions about what might have happened before the beginning
of the extract, or what might happen next.’



To help your child understand inference, encourage him or her to look out for anything
that seems a bit strange in the context of the text. For example, in the sentence, “’Oh
marvellous, I’ve got ironing to do,’ said Mum,” does anything strike him as being not quite
what it seems?’



Ensure your child reads the questions properly. Even simple questions can trip children
up if, for example, they are asked to tick three boxes to show how a character is feeling, and
only tick two.
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Begin by looking for key words in the first question. Often the first
question is literal and prepares the reader for more in-depth questions to
follow.
 Make sure your child uses the text as evidence to back up his or her
answers, rather than his general knowledge.
You don’t have to complete the questions in order-always encourage children to answer the
questions they find easiest first of all, then go back through and try the harder ones. Don’t
waste lots of time thinking about a question they are really stuck on.
Look at the marks allocated to each question. A one-point question is likely to be looking for
a couple of key words; a three-point question will require the child to understand inference,
make deductions and provide evidence for his answer.
Remind your child that he or she always needs to answer in full sentences, using part of the
question and the information in the text to guide their answer.
Reading comprehension is not a memory test; all the information your child needs is
there on the page. Encourage patience and perseverance; if the answer isn’t immediately
obvious, get your child to re-read the text, and it may come to him or her.

If you have any further enquiries on how to assist your child’s reading comprehension then
don’t hesitate to contact the class teacher or Miss Bielby the literacy Co-ordinator.

Thank you for reading this booklet and supporting your child’s education.
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